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You are going to read an article containing information about seven comedians appearing at a large annual arts festival in the UK. For questions 1-15, choose from the reviews (A-G). The reviews may be chosen more than once.  
Top Comedians at this Summer’s Festival


This year’s festival offers a wide variety of stand-up comedians for visitors to choose from. Here is our pick of some of the best of them. 

A  Sarah Millican 


Millican took home the best newcomer award at the festival two years ago and her career will be the model for the many aspiring comics making their debuts at this year’s festival. Millican followed up that success with television appearances on some popular prime-time shows as well as her own radio series. Her new show, Chatterbox, only her third full-length show, will go on to become her first national tour this autumn. Audiences love her combination of warm northern chat and her frank jokes. 

B  Jennifer Coolidge 

The festival wouldn’t be complete without at least one US movie star braving a month of live audiences, and this year it’s Jennifer Coolidge, best known to a generation of teenagers as Stifler’s mom in the American Pie series. A talented comic actress, Coolidge makes her festival debut this year with a noisy  show about pop culture, show business and men. No one quite knows what to expect, but it should be worth a visit. 

C  Shappy Khorsandi 

Now with a bestselling book to her name and an increasing television profile Shappi Khorsandi is likely to be one of the most popular acts at the festival, as her popularity is not restricted to any generation, and she has a talent for making men as well as women feel comfortable. Past shows have relied heavily on her Iranian heritage and her father’s story; this year, expect to hear a lot more about her current personal life. Her recent divorce and life as a single mother have provided her with plenty of raw material, but for Khorsandi the personal and political are always comically tangled. 

D  Robin Ince 

Taking time out from his stage and radio collaborations with  the  scientist Brian Cox, Robin Ince returns to the festival, offering fans who enjoy his winning combination of intellectual curiosity and explosive liberal views a choice of two shows. A committed supporter of the “Free Fringe”, a collective effort to resist the dominance of the big venues and sponsors, Ince will be offering his shows free. These are Robin Ince Asks Why?  and Carl Sagan  Is Still My God, the latter being a homage to the American astrophysicist and popular science writer. 

E Ardal O’Hanlon 

It may be hard not to think of him first and foremost as Father Dougal, the character he played in the popular TV drama series, but O’Hanlon began as a stand-up comic and is one of the most accomplished live performers you’ll find at the festival. Fresh from performing in the US last year in a
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triple bill with two other Irish comics, O’Hanlon’s live act ought to be compulsory viewing for any aspiring comedian; a friendly, slightly bewildered air masks a sharp intelligence, and his mastery of timing and delivery is a joy to watch. This is a new show for the festival and, as with his festival show last year, it is the prelude to a nationwide tour in the autumn.


F  Susan Calman 

Former corporate lawyer Susan Calman has been a  favourite among Scottish comedy fans and discerning festival-goers since giving up her day job four years ago, but this year the secret is well and truly out. The diminutive Scot, now a regular on radio’s News Quiz, has moved to a bigger venue, with a new show in which she considers her own childhood. She’s passionate about political comedy often publicly regretting the lack of effective political satire in Britain. 

G  Emo Philips 

In only his fourth appearance at the festival, the remarkable Emo Philips brings the show he is currently touring across the US, Please Witness My Act. The man described by Psychology Today as “stand-up comedy’s zany godfather” last visited in 2001, when he out-sold every other act at the festival. Over the past 35 years, Philips has won a devoted cult following, with his strange persona and his skillful jokes – three of them made it into a recent magazine list of The 75 Best Jokes of All Time. A true original, he may puzzle the mainstream, but his fans will be thrilled to see him back. 
I. About which comedian is the following statement made? (15 points)
1. This comedian appeals to people of different genders and ages.  ____
2. This comedian is critical to the current state of their favourite type of comedy.  _____
3. This comedian will do a show nationwide for the first time later this year.____  
4. Anyone who wants to be a comedian should watch this person in action.____  
5. This comedian has also had some success as an author. ____ 
6. It’s this comedian’s first appearance at the festival. ____ 
7. You don’t have to pay to go to this comedian’s show. ____ 
8. This comedian won a prize at a previous festival. _____ 
9. This comedian uses difficult experiences from their own life in shows.____  
10. This comedian was previously employed in a legal profession.___  
11. Among a certain group this comedian is better known for working in films.____ 
12. This comedian might not appeal to everyone. ____    
13. Many young comedians would like to imitate this person’s career. ____ 
14. This comedian recently did an overseas tour with some other comedians from their country. ____
15. This comedian has recently worked on radio and in the theatre with another well-known person.____ 
II. Open the brackets to make the story complete (17 points).              
It was a bright autumn day. The boat from Singapore (1)_____________(move) slow​ly into the port of Southhampton. “Well, Mary, we (2)_______________ (go) ashore in a few minutes. How it (3)_______________(feel) to be back in England after all these years?” asked Jim. “Very cold,” she answered. “It (4)____________ (rain) like this ten years ago when we (5)______________(sail) from here to Singapore. I do believe it (6)______________ (not stop) ever since.”

Jim Bruce was a doctor. He and his wife (7)_________________(work) in Singapore for the last ten years. And now they (8)________________(return) to live in England. They (9)_____________ (have) two children: a boy and a girl but they (10)________________(send) them to school in England and (11)________________ (not see) them for a long time. The children (12)____________(can) now (13)_____________(see) their parents who they (14)___________(miss) terribly. The ship (15)_____________(head) for the wharf
. “They (16)______________(come) ashore!” cried Stuart Bruce and the chil​dren (17)_____________(run) to meet their parents.
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III. Complete the composition with prepositions (8 points).                          

Why do people do risk sports?
Although I don't do any risk sports myself, I admire people who do them. But why do they risk their lives? 

I think the main reason (1)
________doing risk sports is that they provide an escape (2)_______everyday life, especially for a person who is shut (3)________an office all week. One possible way (4)_______escaping is to go mountain climbing, hang-gliding or bungee jumping. The excitement and physical thrill they get (5)______ one jump will stay with them (6)_______the week until the following weekend when they can do it again.
Some people do risk sports to experience new feelings and emotions; others are searching (7)______ the ultimate excitement. But whatever the reason why people take part (8)____ risky sports, it is clear they are becoming more and more popular.
IV. Put the articles where necessary (18 points).
1. _____ sun was shining brightly and _____ cold wind was blowing. It was ____ real spring.

2. I like _____ idea of going to ______ British Museum.

3. ___ children are still at ____ school. They have ____ extra lesson this afternoon.

4. There is ___ beautiful statue in ____ church near our house.

5. ____ Grays set off on ____ nice frosty evening of ____ early winter.

6. As ___  weather was fine they decided to go for ____ walk up ____ road after _____ dinner.

7. ____ lunch that  we had yesterday was really delicious.

V. Form the derivatives to complete the sentences (8 points).
	It may sound (1)_____________ to you, but man needs
	FUN

	(2)_________________ and care as much as animals do.
	PROTECT

	People’s (3)_________________ - their homes, towns and
	HABITATION

	cities - must be kept (4)__________________ clean. In the
	ECOLOGY

	places where people drink  (5)___________________ water,
	POISON

	eat bad food and breathe polluted air they suffer
	

	from serious diseases and (6)______________ early;
	DEATH

	their children are born weak. No medicine
	

	prescribed by the doctors can help them. This
	

	problem becomes more and more serious with
	

	every passing day. The modern way of life
	

	when people have little physical (7)_________________
	ACTIVE

	use cars instead of walking, watch TV for many
	

	hours and work on computers is turning them
	

	into (8)________________ creatures.
	LEG
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